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By BERNARD VALTERY
Stalf Correspondent of 'TIHE NEWS
T‘ H T 0'7 ’r‘l T ¢ Fal

al InLcllmence Agrencv was ac-
used by a columnist today of
nvolvement in the kidnaping and
rrobable death of Morocean ieft
ving opposition leader Mendi Ben
Barka. Iligh French government
bources  strongly denounced the

ccusntion,

LNobel Prize-winning  author
rancois Mauriac, an intenscly
‘pro-Gaullist  columnist  for the
“hizhbrow IPigare Litteraire, said
v his column that even some
taullists had begun sniping at
’recident de Gaulle over the Ben
Barka affair.

“Auli-Gaullist Ambush” ,

He called the whole incident an
‘anti-Ganllist ambush.”
““A few days before or after
Ben Barka's disappearance,” wrote
pMauriac, “a Morocean friend who
fnows well such things talked to
me about the close connection be-
tween Gen, (Mohammed) Oufkir
(Moroccan interior minister sus-
rected by some of being the man
Joehind the kidnaping) and the
JAmerican secret service. .
“Whether it is true or not, T
Hon't know,” continued Mauriaec.
j{But if these services are inno«
Pent in this affair, then it is the
l!,evil who played for them.”

Mauriac's column was called
‘antrue” and "stupld” by French
diplomats, -+ .
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